
1 972/1 2/1 0 


mm* 


Hepr educed a: tne Tier. .11 ••• 






£ 


# 


a«P . * ' 
N 1 ;• 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority £■- 1 i ' 
By ''- >H KARA Date 


}:h VA fl 





i/ Lia |U. < 

'•« * * * . 

» « . : ' • A • . • 




H *“ e ~" ■“ " hl *”*'* *""> "»,» •*»= p„, a „, , !k « a my 

‘ **““* “ M ” « «»« length 
the brutal conduct* oi the iego.iations ,.d i„c„eu,bly 

tactic, which had bean used by , h . othsr , w . , poinlsd ^ 

how carefully you had played the .can.rio with .bsoiuiely 

nothing but bluff skill and determinatinn t i - -a 

ecerrmnation to elicit what is now a very 

list of North Vipfrutnnr 

Vletnames e concessions. At the same time I 

pointed out that we had been = h7o t-r* 1 

been able to do more in terms of concessions 

'tl 
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which improved the document and strengthened rj c ; f £ 

T„ C^r,. J,, e biienea U.S. inte reslTand. les s 


T°. * 

™-tcii*M iS^tThieu's emotional hangups The a 

ngups The President was most laudatory 


about your achievement in deleting the term "administrative structure. 
I then told him how you had on Saturday managed to resolve the civilian 

advisor issue aod h. was a.p.ci.liy deiight.d wiih ihi. ,chi,v. me „ t . 
Finally, 1 outlined ,„ r hlm the t , y „ p . ct , ^ 

“ hi - »“ - « -ch a substantive 

n f 

concern, but rather a r^^ki • 

ratner a problem intimately related to our 
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ability to brine Thieu aboard. I described for him the contents of 
my discussion with Dobrynin. He agreed completely with the tactics 
that you had adopted on this issue and was especially pleased that you 
had sent the message following the session on Saturday night. He then 
picked up the phone and called Dobrynin and told him that he had informed 
you on Saturday night that he wag, nnt- fa unra hly dis-posojd towards the 
compromise language which the United States side had tabled on Saturday 
and that he wished to reite**^te to Mr. Br^hnev. On the other 


hand, he pointed out 


that we were very close to a settlement 


and that the success of the negotiations would now depend on our ability 
to implement whatever came out of the Paris talks. It was his view 


that successful implementation was intimately linked to the remaining issue on 
the DMZ and he felt very strongly that Hanoi should abide by the 



V* 


original DMZ prerv&iowff as agreed with you during the earlier November 


round in Paris. He stated that it was definitely in Moscow's interest to 
wind up the negotiations now and not to let them falter on this issue since 
.both Moscow and Washington had bigger fish to fry and that it was in our 
mutual interest to eliminate thi<= irritant in order to enable our mutual 


relations to continue to improve. The President pointed out that in his 

-fa DMZ 


C m 

judgment Hanoi’s preoccu^..on with this language problem! could risk 


an overall settlement which has now been largely achieved. Dobrynin 


appeared sympathetic and begged for some time for his communication^ 

and 

between Washington and Moscow, ^Mos cow / Hanoi, and thence to Paris to 
be CC Jtlti S 

' He urged that we do our best to delay Monday's meeting until 


1 Ht. PKitSiUENl PUiNIEU U U 1 IHftl IN HIS JUUbBt.Nl HANOI b HKtt- 
OCCUPAT ION WITH THIS LANGUAGE PROBLEM ON THE DMZ COULD RISK AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT WHICH HAS NOW BEEN LARGELY ACHIEVED. DOBRYNIN APPEARED 
SYMPATHETIC AND BEGGED FOR SOME TIME FOR HIS COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW, BETWEEN MOSCOW AND HANOI, AND 
THENCE TO PARIS TO BE COMPLETED. HE URGED THAT WE DO OUR BEST 
TO DELAY MONDAY'S MEETING UNTIL 4 O'CLOCK PARIS TIME AND THE 
PRESIDENT ASKED ME TO PASS THIS ON TO YOU IMMEDIATELY. 
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4 o'clock Paris time and the President asked me to pass this on to you 
immediately. 

We then held a lengthy discussion on the Thieu issue and the Presi- 
dent stated to me that John Ehrlichman was very much opposed to Vice 
President Agnewf'proceeding to Saigon to bring Thieu aboard. Although 
the President did not say so, he was obviously telling me that Ehrlichman 
favored John Conna lly for this mission. I immediately retorted that 

Agnew was by far the best Presidential emissionary since he was Ions 

--- £ 




considered to be the spokesman of the U. S. right and 9 HrrcVl was confidentk/ 1 ^ 
he would accept the role of a messenger rather than one of a negotiator. 

This is apparently the President’s key concern. He is afraid that the 
Vice President will resist this role and perhaps even attempt to bargain 
with the President in favor of Thieu. I told the President that I 



was 


confident that Agnew would do exactly what he was told and that I would 
insu re that he understood this before we left Washington. As a related 
matter, we are completely redoing Win's second draft talking points for the 
Vice President. They are in my view far too complex and far too Vi 
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sophi sticated for him to handle. I propose to give him a set of talking points-Ji VO^ 
which place the Vice President in thejpo siti on of unequivocally telling 
Thieu that we are proc^d4ng--w4£h^ him, that as the spokesman 


? 


rr ^ 


^ or U- S^JiaafksJie has^^refully^ass es sed the Ameri c an rightj md is totally 
convinced that Thieu's acceptance of the draft agreement is the only possible 
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GCCUPAT ION WITH THIS LANGUAGE PROBLEM ON THE DMZ COULD RISK AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT WHICH HAS NOW BEEN LARGELY ACHIEVED. DOBRYNIN APPEARED 
SYMPATHETIC AND BEGGED FOR SOME TIME FOR HIS COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW, BETWEEN MOSCOW AND HANOI. AND 
THENCE TO PARIS TO BE COMPLETED. HE URGED THAT WE DO OUR BEST 
TO DELAY MONDAY'S MEETING UNTIL 4 O'CLOCK PARIS TIME AND THE 
PRESIDENT ASKED ME TO PASS THIS ON TO YOU IMMEDIATELY. 
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recourse if Thipn io u 

to be assured of essential continuing u S e 

and mi li tary support and m • miC 

y support and more importantly if President m- 
f . y resident Nixon is to have 

firm, essential legal basis for policinp th 

P ng the agreement. Finally 1 

aSk Agnew a 8 ai » restate the President- 
f esident s commitment 

retaliate m.jhe_e vent of a North vt,. 

W1 ’ Prov ocation during the post 

settlement period tk- S post- 

--^ ° d - T J?.ilj^aliation will not be tit-for t», , , 

to the •* , e_tu.tor.tat but go directly 

to the vitals of North , , y 

iNorth Vietnam's homeland. 

^ res ^ent now appea rs f n l 0 . 

•>. k o„ 8h t , „ M K r 

“ “ *• - - * - -c , k „ „ , ulbw „ 

with respect to his mission that he will th 

nat he will then send John Connally 

fn conclusion, I told the President that in a 

on . ^ " an/ eVent tha «eue was a moot 

since we had already committed ourselves to H • ^ v - V 

_ urseives to Hanoi to the Vice 

■President's visit to , 

visit to Saigon to emphasize that we are 

we are using our biggest sun 

and that if we were to change this nowit „ 

° W ’ U W0Uld onl Y ^ interpreted as 

another sign that the U. S. could not be trusted. Furthermore, ^ 

emphasized onlv the d . , 

" uld rep """‘ “ vs. 

x Will meet with the Vice P rpsi w , . 

a _d . , President tomorrow morning 

and apprise him in the bluntest terms of wh , 

ms ot what we must dn in c • 

, , St do in Saigon. Based 

Kennedy's readout of his earlier a- 

nis earlier discussions with Arne,,, r 

, A,, new, 1 am confident 

wi p a Y the game completely. This will 

y. This will enable us before departure 

or Saigon to meet briefly with the President f 

session rt • resident for a pro forma instruction 

• ft I s very obvious that the President . 

^ of 

P° s s tble confrontation w ith Am..,. 

inz. rncMuiNi PU1NTED OUT That iw u . .. 

OCCUPATION WITH THIS LANGUAGE PROBLEM 1 13 rnt 

SETTLEMENT WHICH HAS NOW BEEN LARGELY £° BLD R1SK AN °V £ KAl 

SYMPATHETIC AND BEGGED FOR SOME T?Se fob ifcno M - D0BRYNIN APPEARED 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW RFT 2 FFM 0 Mnoin„ C ° MMUNICAT IUNS 
THENCE TO PARIS TO BE COMPuflo T Je mr?n C ?u ft r AN P. HAN01 ’ AND 
TO DELAY MONDAY'S MEETING UNTIL 4 OVinp^o lurl tt 2 ° 0UR BEST 
FRES IDENT ASKED »E TO P«S U ™'s L Sm TO^So 1 ISMimJly" “ T “ E 
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Concerning the negotiations from this point on, the President suggests 
the following strategy which I believe is consistent with your own outlook. 


1 0 ^ 


He understands, of course, that you must have sufficient leeway to manage \jJ) •' r ^' 
the tactics. Assuming you are able to slip Monday* s meeting to late 
Monday afternoon, you should then hold tough on the DMZ issue confirming 
that the President remains adamant. If Moscow's assistance is evident, 



we may then find Hanoi caving. If not the President believes, and I know 


you d< 3 a_s_well, that we must not break off the talks on Monday. In that 
event you should return for a new session hopefully as early as possible 
on Tuesday morning thus giving me maximum time to leave Tuesday 
night with the Vice President. This will enable us to manage the Vice 
President's personal schedule, the low keyed announcement and 
coordination with Bunker and Thieu. Also o n Tuesday you ^ahould again 
enter the talks in a tough posture by which time Moscow's ultim ate 
levej^e^ should be evident if, in fact, they exercise it at all. If Be Due Tho 
is still i ntransigent, you should then try our compromise as the final U. S . yj ^ A- 
conc&s-sion^ If even thi.s faiLs-, — the P r e^ident^ as we predicted, would 
even be willing to cave completely with the hopes that we can still bring 
Thieu around. It is now obvious that for us to hold to the pre-Christmas 
schedule it will be necessary to settle by Tuesday or Wednesday at the 
latest. I believe you are correct in stressing the need for your return by 
that date since it contributes to maximum pressure on Hanoi. Nevertheless, 
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in: rncbiUi.Nl POINTED OUT THAT IN HIS JUDGMENT HANOI’S PRE- 
OCCUPATION WITH THIS LANGUAGE PROBLEM ON THE DMZ COULD RISK AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT WHICH HAS NOW BEEN LARGELY ACHIEVED* DOBRYNIN APPEARED 
SYMPATHETIC AND BEGGED FOR SOME TIME FOR HIS COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW, BETWEEN MOSCOW AND HANOI, AND 
THENCE TO PARIS TO BE COMPLETED. HE URGED THAT WE DO OUR BEST 
TO DELAY MONDAY’S MEETING UNTIL 4 O’CLOCK PARIS TIME AND THE 
PRESIDENT ASKED ME TO PASS THIS ON TO YOU IMMEDIATELY. 
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softening, I think we should hang tough on Monday and initially on 
Tuesday and then on Tuesday make an all out effort to get our compromise 
language as the tie breaker. Failing this, I believe I would painfully 
cave late Tuesday or even Wednesday with the agonizing realization 
that I would prefer to see you managing a bad deal than the alternative 
which could only result in the inefficient management due to your absence 
of what might be the right course. 


Warm regards. 
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AW UUK MUTUAL INTEREST TO ELIMINATE THIS IRRITANT 

IN ORDER TO ENABLE OUR MUTUAL RELATIONS TO CONTINUE TO IMPROVE. 

THE PRESIDENT POINTED OUT THAT IN HIS JUDGMENT HANOI’S PRE- 
OCCUPATION WITH THIS LANGUAGE PROBLEM ON THE DMZ COULD RISK AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT WHICH HAS NOW BEEN LARGELY ACHIEVED. DOBRYNIN APPEARED 
SYMPATHETIC AND BlGGED FOR SOME TIME FOR HIS COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW, BETWEEN MOSCOW AND HANOI, AND 
THENCE TO PARIS TO BE COMPLETED. HE URGED THAT WE DO OUR BEST 
TO DELAY MONDAY’S MEETING UNTIL 4 O ’CLOCK PAR IS TIME AND THE 
PRESIDENT ASKED ME TO PASS THIS ON TO YOU IMMEDIATELY. 



